
ABSTRACT

Coalitionvoting(CV)is 6 voting procedurefor electinga parliament

undera party-list system of proportional representation. As underapproval

voting (AV). voters can vote for as manyparties as they like, but unlike AV,

eachparty doesnot receive onevote. Instead, eachyoter has a .party vote,M

which is divided evenly amongal1 parties of which the voter approves.

Thesefractional approval votes determine the seat shares of each

party in the parllament. Inaddition, eachvoter has a Mcoa1ttlonvote,- which

counts for the set of 1311parties (and proper subsets) of which the voter

approves. Whereasparty votes determine which sets of parties havea

majority of seats, coalition votes determinewhich of these majority sets

has the greatest approval asa coalition. The majority coalition that has al1

its partiesapprovedof by the mostvoters becomesthegoyerningcoalition.

Inorderto havetheir coalition votes count,voters mustvote for

enoughpartiesto constHutea majority coalition. Byplacing a premiumon

precisely the most approvedof mojority coalitions, CVolso encourages

parties, beforeanelection,to reconclletheirdifferencesandformcoaH-

Honsthat are l1kelyto hovebroadappea1.SuchcoaliUons,insofar as they

formulate coherent pol1cies, faciHtate yater choices, producinga

convergenceof voter andparty/coalition interests.

Theoretical properties of CVare analyzed, and optimal strategies of

voters andparties are investigated. CV'smost Hkely empirical effects 1n

faction-ridden multiparty systems, 11kethose of Israel and Italy, are also

considered. AlthoughCVis radical1y different from AVin the way votes are

allocated andaggregated, the physical act of voting--for asmany

alternatives 6SoneJikes--js the same,commendingCVas_arelatively

simple andpracticablereform to promoteconsensusInparty-Ust systems.
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