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Abstract. Several leading professional associaticons have
recently decided to use approval voting (AV)., The largest
of them, The Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers, Inc. (lEEE), with more than 300,000 members,
adopted AV in response to practical political problems with
conventional plurality elections of precisely the sort that
AV was designed to solve. This paper anaiyzes resultes of
the first three multicandidate elections conducted by the
1EEE using the new system. Issues examined include
participation rates, use of multiple votes, patterns of
shared suppert, majority rule, AVU-dominance, effects on
outcomes, and encouragement of candidate entry. In general,

AV appears to have had a successful test.
1. Introduction

Al though contemporary analysts of electoral systems are
preoccupied with voting for governmental offices,

historically elections of non—govermnmental associations





