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Abstract

We explore the relationship between cooperation among divorced parents

regarding expenditures on child-specific goods and compliance with child

support orders. We make the argument that in a static context, there exists

no credible way for a custodial parent to threaten the parent under orders to

pay child support with noncooperation if legal child support obligations are
not met, though this result will not generally hold in a dynamic setting. The
behavior of parents and institutional agents concerned with the welfare of the

children of divorced parents is compared when parental behavior is

noncooperative as opposed to cooperative; in particular, the relationship

between cooperation and the characteristics of divorce arrangements regarding
custody and child support obligations is analyzed. Finally, the sensitivity

of inferences regarding parental preferences to assumptions concerning the

mode of interaction between divorced parents is illustrated by means of an
empirical example.
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