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A bstract

T hispaperpresentsaneconomicanalysisoftheevolutionofreligiousandethnic
characteristicsinamodelofintergenerationaltransmissionofculturaltraitswhich
occursthroughfamilysocializationandmaritalsegregationdecisions.

T hemodelimpliesthatthefrequencyofintragroupmarriage(homogamy), as
wellasthesocializationratesofreligiousandethnicgroups, dependsonthegroup’s
shareofthepopulation;minoritygroups searchmoreintenselyforhomogamous
mates, andspendmoreresourcestosocializetheiro¤spring.

W estudytheimplicationsofthemodelregardingthee¤ectofthesocialmatch-
ingtechnology, divorceratesandthedegreeofculturaltolerancebetweengroups
ontheevolutionofculturaltraits.

Existingempiricalevidencebearingdirectlyandindirectlyontheimplications
ofthemodelisdiscussed.
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